
 

Report to the TEC Select Committee 

Title: Planning for the Growth Agenda – Outline 

Scope 

Committee date: 21 March 2017  

Contact officer: Clare Capjon 
 Committee & Governance Manager 
 
Purpose of Agenda Item 
The purpose of this item is for the Committee to agree to the Outline Scope for an Inquiry 
into Planning for the Growth Agenda. 
 
Background 
At its meeting on 7 March 2017, the Transport, Environment & Communities (TEC) Select 
Committee received a presentation on the overview of growth proposals for 
Buckinghamshire outlined in District Councils’ Local Plans.   
 
The Committee recognises that the growth agenda will impact all services and all parts of 
the County.  To maintain high-quality service delivery, the Council will need to ensure all 
service areas adequately consider and plan in a timely manner for the impact of growth 
proposals on their work. 
 
The Committee discussed the significant challenges for the County arising from the 
proposals and the importance of regular monitoring of the issues.  The Chairman has 
suggested that given the potential impact on the Council’s services, all Select Committees 
should be involved in looking at the implications of the growth agenda across 
Buckinghamshire. 
 
Recommendation 
 

1. That, the Transport, Environment and Communities Select Committee leads a 
scrutiny Inquiry to assess the adequacy of the Council’s strategic plans for 
addressing the growth agenda in Buckinghamshire. 

 
2. That the other Select Committees are invited to participate in this inquiry by 

assessing the strategic plans for the growth agenda in relation to the areas of 
remit for their respective committees. 

 
The Proposed Inquiry 
 
Attached in Appendix 1 is an outline scoping document for a joint Inquiry on planning for the 
growth agenda.  Given its remit and initial work in this area, the Inquiry draft report would go 
to the TEC Committee for agreement, following input and consultation from the other Select 
Committees. The report would then be presented to Cabinet by the TEC Select Committee, 
which would also monitor progress. 

Buckinghamshire County Council 

Select Committee 
Transport, Economy and Communities 



 
Evidence and suggested areas of recommendation would be made by each Select 
Committee following an evidence-gathering session in public at the first full meeting of each 
Committee following elections in May. 
 
  



Appendix 1 
Outline Scope 
 

Title Planning for the Growth Agenda 

Signed off by TEC Select Committee 

 Head of Member Services (Statutory Scrutiny Officer)  

Author Clare Capjon, Committee & Governance Manager 

Date 21 March 2017 

Inquiry Group 
Membership 

All Select Committees 

Member Services 
Resource 

 Sara Turnbull – Head of Member Services – Quality Assurance 

 Clare Capjon – Committee & Governance Manager – Policy Advice 

 Committee and Governance Advisers – Policy Lead for Committees 

 Committee Assistants – Administrative Support  

Lead Cabinet 
Member 

Leader of the Council 

Lead Service 
Officer 

Rachel Wileman, Head of Strategic Planning & Infrastructure  

What is the 
problem? 

Buckinghamshire will experience significant growth in the forthcoming 
decades as defined in the District based Local Plans.  This growth will 
have significant impacts on demand for the County Council’s services.  
It is vital that the Council plans are well developed to ensure residents 
continue to receive the highest quality services 

What will not be 
considered 

As a strategic and initial piece of work, the Inquiry will not consider: 
 

 The implications of the growth proposals on partner 
organisations 

 Detailed plans for all services 
 

Is the topic within 
the remit of this 
Committee? 

Yes, the Transport, Environment and Communities Select Committee 
has the remit to consider the implications of housing growth in the 
County and economic growth.  In addition, evidence will be gathered by 
all Select Committees in relation to the planning for the impact of 
growth proposals on services within their remits. 

What are the key 
lines of Inquiry? 

To be developed 

What key 
evidence/ 
information is 
needed? 

 Data on demand forecasts 

 Information on planning to date within Business Units for growth 
outlined in the District Local plans 
 

Is the topic of 
relevance to the 
work of the 
Council? 

Yes 

What work is 
already underway 
in this area? 

The Council is a statutory consultee for Local Plans.  The Inquiry seeks 
to understand and assess the work taking place more widely across 
the Council. 

Are there any key 
changes that might 
impact on this 
issue? 
 

The outcome of the Government’s decision in relation to the local 
unitary bids may impact on focus for the Select Committees. 



What are the key 
timing 
considerations? 

Subject to agreement, the Inquiry would take place through scheduled 
meetings in June/July. 
 

Who are the key 
stakeholders & 
decision-makers? 

 Leader of the Council 

 All Cabinet Members 

 All One Council Board members 
 

What media/ 
communications 
support will be 
needed? 

 Press release/social media communications to inform the public of 
the Inquiry 

 Press release/social media communications on the report 
publication 

 
 
Evidence-gathering Methodology 
 

What methods of evidence-gathering will be used? 

 Desktop research (other local authorities, national guidance etc) 

 Direct evidence from key stakeholders 

 Business intelligence information, including demand and demographic projections 

How will you involve service-users and the public in this inquiry? 

  

 
 
Outline Inquiry Project Plan 
 

Stage Key Activity Dates 

Scoping Outline Scope agreed by Select Committee 
Development of scoping 
 

21 Mar 17 
April 17 

Evidence-
gathering 

Preliminary context setting 
In-meeting evidence gathering by each Select Committee, 
followed by identification of findings and recommendation 
areas 
 

6 June 17 
July 17 

Developing 
recommendations 

Report drafted 
Testing & development of recommendations with key 
stakeholders 

End July -
Aug 17 

Reporting Report signed off by TEC Committee 
Cabinet meeting to consider recommendations 

12 Sept 17 
2 Oct 17 

 


